In the third article of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal for October, 1824S this subject has been brought forward, with not a few inaccuracies : these it is the object of the following remarks to point out; for, on such a subject as the powers which circulate the blood, or indeed on any subject, it is plainly impossible to reason justly, unless the premises be true. In no science more than in physiology, ought the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, to be our object; for on our physiology depend many of our practical opinions in medicine and surgery, and, consequently, in many cases, the lives of those who entrust themselves to our care.
In the first sentence of his paper, the writer in the Journal whether it has been some local affection or some general disorder,?it is always in the lungs that the terminating embarrassment begins: the respiration becomes difficult, the arterialization of the blood gradually ceases to be effected, sensation, intellect, and voluntary motion-cease: but the heart still continues to beat,?it is truly, in tnis kind of death, the ultimurn moriens.
The left side of the heart receives less and less blood from the lungs, and consequently sends less and less into the arteries. The anterior and posterior sides of the descending aorta, and of its larger branches, fall together from emptiness; and in this state they are found on dissection. But the pulmonary artery, the right cavities of the heart, and the systemi veins, are filled with blood ; so that, on dissection, they are found more capacious than we have any reason to suppose they ever are during life.
On the other hand, when the heart is struck with sudden dis- Original Communications. heart;* and, in his explanation of the plate, mentions one or two particulars, which are interesting. The descending aorta, he observes, was smaller than the natural size. " This," says he, " had been occasioned by the blood being propelled into it from the left ventricle, in less than the natural quantity, and by a feeble exertion." Had the heart been altogether useless, as the writer in the Journal would have us to believe, and had the blood been circulated by contractions of the aorta, it is probable that the artery would have been increased both in thickness and diameter. Dr. Baillie adds, " The heart from which this figure was taken appeared somewhat larger than the natural size; and this may have arisen from the blood being accumulated in it, in consequence of the extent of the ossification, which was so great as to prevent the full degree of contraction." He describes the ossification in these words:?*' A large, irregular ossification, covering a considerable part of the right ventricle and of the right auricle, rendering the limit between the two in some degree indistinct." These several remarks are all confirmatory of the fact, that the blood was driven from the left side of this heart, by an auricle entirely free from ossification, and by a ventricle ossified on part of its external surface only. 
